For Immediate Release

Fostering closer children-parent relationship

Cherry, Plum, Peach and Damson 

--- Art Exhibition of Lai Ming and Wong Wing Yin

June 9, 2005: With the Father’s Day just around the corner, the opening of Cherry, Plum, Peach and Damson --- Art Exhibition of Lai Ming and Wong Wing Yin held today at the Soka Gakkai International of Hong Kong is all the more meaningful to help foster closer children-parent relationship. The family members of Mr Lai, President of Hong Kong Springtide Art Society, will stage their art exhibition together the first time in Hong Kong from June 10 to 19.

The officiating guests attending the ceremony include Mr. LI Gui Kang, Deputy Director, Liaison Office of The Central People’s Government in The Hong Kong SAR; Mr. CHEN Ji Xuan, Vice Chairman, CPPCC Guangzhou Committee; Mr. TANG Hoi Chiu, Curator (Modern Art), Hong Kong Museum of Art; Ms. CHEN Yu Huan, Deputy Director, Guangzhou Bureau of Culture; Mr. LI Zhou Qi, Director, Guangzhou Museum of Art; Mr. LAI Ming, President, Hong Kong Springtide Art Society; Ms. WONG Wing Yin, Chairman, International Women Artist Association; and Mr. LEE Kong Sau, Vice-President, Soka Gakkai International.

At this exhibition, Mr Lai Ming, his wife Ms Wong Wing Yin, their daughter Ms Angela Lai Man Sum and their son Mr Andrew Lai Man Hei, bring together 160 artworks of contemporary master of Lingnan School on various subjects, such as flowers and birds, mountains and water, animals and portraits. Among the exhibits, about 80 paintings originate from Mr Lai, with the rest of the works coming from his wife and children. All the four artists expressed their individual styles but mutually lighten up each other to bring special synergy effect. 

The theme of the exhibition – “cherry, plum, peach and damson” truly describes the respective talents of Lai’s family in playing out their own unique creative style and beauty. As commented by Dr Daisaku Ikeda, President of Soka Gakkai International, “A cherry is a cherry; a plum a plum, a peach a peach; and a damson a damson – each blossoming and being pride of themselves with their unique beauty. At the same time, so long as one continues to strive to living, without changing one’s character, one will be able to open up a future with infinite potential. Like people blossoming the flowers of human nature, just as they are.” 

Lingnan School advocates combining the Chinese and Western styles, looking for new subjects, reflecting the reality and the time. Upholding the innovative and critical spirit of Lingnan School with his own belief and adherence to preserve the tradition of Chinese arts, Mr. Lai has created a fresh new wave in the long history of Chinese art style.

In this exhibition, visitors can enjoy the artworks of artists from the same school but with different characteristics. The exhibition aims to convey the message of “mutual understanding and appreciation,” which is indispensable to cultivating harmonious atmosphere in the society. The highlighted picture of Mr Lai’s “Magnanimity (literally: showing my heart in a thousand kilometers arena)” demonstrates not only his refined brushstrokes painting technique, but also his broad-minded personality. 

The exhibition of Cherry, Plum, Peach and Damson --- Art Exhibition of Lai Ming and Wong Wing Yin will be open to the public from June 10 to 19 (10:00am – 9:00pm) at the Grand Hall, Soka Gakkai International of Hong Kong. Admission is free. For details, please visit www.hksgi.org/exhibition2005, or call (852) 2339 9300 for enquiry.

Soka Gakkai International of Hong Kong

Soka Gakkai International of Hong Kong (HKSGI) is a lay Buddhist organization which promotes peace, culture and education, prays for world peace and the happiness of humanity based on Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. Through various discussion meetings, cultural and educational exchanges, as well as publications, members study Buddhism, mutually encourage each other, and apply Buddhism into daily life.  HKSGI has been established in Hong Kong over 40 years ago with an existing membership of over 40,000.  There are currently six community centers.
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